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Concerning claims, the statement in the description points out that 
the invention as set forth in claim 6 seems an invention with the use 
of an anti-NCI antibody. Thus, the matter common to the inventions as 
set forth in claims 1 to 6, 9 and 10 resides in "an anti-NCI antibody". 
Thus, the matter common to the inventions as set forth in claims 1 to 
6, 9 and 10 and the invention as set forth in claim 7 resides in "an 
antibody against type IV collagen". However, antibodies against type 
IV collagen had been publicly known prior to the filing of the present 
international application (see, for example, document 1: NINOMIYA, Y . , 
et al . , Differential expression of two basement membrane collagen genes, 
COL4A6 and COL4A5, demonstrated by immunofluorescence staining using 
peptide- specific monoclonal antibodies, The Journal of Cell Biology, 
September 1995, Vol.130, No. 5, pages 1219-1229). Thus, "an antibody 
against type IV collagen" cannot be considered as "a special technical 
feature" . 

The matter common to the inventions as set forth in claims 1 to 4 
resides in "an ant i -NCI monoclonal antibody immunologically reacting 
with NCI in glomerulus" which can be considered as "a special technical 
feature" . Since the matter common to the inventions as set forth in claims 
5, 6, 9 and 10 resides in "an ant i -NCI antibody", the matter common to 
the inventions as set forth in claims 1 to 4 and the inventions as set 
forth in 5, 6, 9 and 10 resides in "an ant i -NCI antibody" too. However, 
ant i -NCI antibodies had been publicly known prior to the filing of the 
present international application too (see, for example, document 1) . 
Thus, it can be concluded that there is no "special technical feature" 
common to the inventions as set forth in claims 1 to 4 and the inventions 
as set forth in claims 5, 6, 9 and 10. 

Such being the case, claims have the following six invention groups: 

(1) the inventions as set forth in claims 1 to 4 ; 

(2) the invention as set forth in claim 5; 

(3) the invention as set forth in claim 6; 

(4) the invention as set forth in claim 7; 

(5) the invention as set forth in claim 9; and 

(6) the invention as set forth in claim 10. 
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